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consciousness, seemingly so different in texture from all other classes of phenomena. The actual relation of mind to matter will be dealt with in later chapters. What we have at present to discuss is where consciousness first appears in the course of cosmic evolution.
The most plausible belief is that it is coeval but not coextensive with life. We note about both of them that they stand in closer relation to function than they do to structure. A unit of protoplasm, in which all physico-chemical processes are at a complete standstill is no longer alive but dead. Spores and seeds, in which no visible alteration is taking place, are none the less in process of alteration. They may be kept some years without losing their powers of growth or germination. Indeed, it used to be asserted that seeds preserved with Egyptian mummies are still capable of germination, but this is now known to be a myth. However lifeless a living thing may seem, there are always some physiological processes going on while it has life; and if seeds are kept from germination, they lose their vitality and die in quite a few years. Life is signalized by incessant physiological change. It is not structure but function that constitutes life, and the same truth holds of consciousness. They are not things but processes, or a congeries of processes.
Life is a name for the physico-chemical reactions peculiar to protoplasm, and when those peculiar reactions cease, life is extinct. Doubtless structure in all cases underlies function; and the cessation of the reactions implies molecular alteration in the protoplasm. Now, seeing the general resemblance between the conception of life and the conception of consciousness, are we not to infer an essential similarity in their origin? Can we associate consciousness with the reactions of any specific material substance, as we associate life with the reactions of protoplasm ? We most certainly can. Every modern psychologist agrees that consciousness stands in special relation to the functions of the nervous system. What we call consciousness appears on the objective side
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